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My Darling Wife:It is in the air that we are going home. I can't
it is true,
we

but it certainly

looks as if it were. There are a lot

are doing now that we certainly

believe

that

of things that

would not haveto do if we were going to stay

here for anther month or two. I cannot help but feel that the time is drawing very
Oh! how I hope so. There has been a detail

near for us to leave.

sent from the

Chief Surgeon's office

today to help us with records

that we could not handle all

alone and it certainly

looks as if the end were in sight for us. Won't it be

wonderful if such a thing should be true? It has been a sufficiently
I left

home, and I will

feel very grateful

simply

long time since

to the Army if I am permitted

to leave

for home again in a short time.

I have

only one desire

Dearest,

and that is to be with my dear

family again as soon as I can. I am so homesick now that the war is all over that
I don't

know what to do, but it does me no good. I have to keep a stiff

and make the best of what seems to me to be a bad and almost hopeless
for I will
ship

never be satisfied

and are really

untill
that we are on the way HOME

at sea. Then I will believe

from you that you could not understand

situation,

we get on the

it.

You said in one or two of the more recent
recieved

upper lip

letters

that I have

why I had not cabled to you. I

want you to know that if there had been any cable facilities

where I was I surely

would have cabled to you, but that in the advanced areas, so close to the lines

we have been it hasbeen impossible to use th wires at all,
ons, as they were entirely

for military

for any personal

use. I have been a little

uated than many of the men who have wired to their

as

reas-

differently

sit-

wives, and it has been impossible

for me to do many or the things that have been easy for them; I have been IN the war
with a vengeance and have had to be governed by the strict
that surround everything

at the Front.

orders and regulations

It is different.

I have not told you all I could have told you about the location

"2

We have been in and the circumstances

we have been surrounded by, for I did not wish

to alarm you in any way, and the developement of things has proven the wisdom of my
decision

to keep some things secret

ed by the signing of the Armistice.
get home, and I guarantee that

from you, untill
I will tell

the cause for worry was reliev-

you all of my stories

some of them will prove to be exciting

The weather is still

beautiful,

and as little

are accustomed to at home as you can imagine. It rains very little
gets in a little
so much easier

work nearly every day. I most certainly
for the men here to keep comfortable

like the winter we
now, and the sun

than it would be under other cirand I wouldn't be

if it would be done in time, and that it would be necessary

surprised

things in control,
there.

to you.

hope it keeps up, for it is

cumstances. There is a lot of talk about an occupation of Berlin,
at all

as soon as I

but I don't think there is a chance in the world that

to keep

wewill

get

I think that our next move will be home. Howdoes that sound to you Dear?
I don't know how possible

York with any degree of satisfaction,
casual or with the outfit.
I will be tied

If

it will be for you to meet me in New

for I don't know whether I will

I come with the outfit,

come over as a

it will be impracticable,

for

down with the men and will not be able to be away from them at all.

If I come as a casual I will be alone, and it will be wonderful to have you meet me
and proceed with me from there to whatever station
the outfit

I am ordered.

I have an idea that

will be ordered to leave at the same time, and that when we land we will

proceed to some station

like Fort Harrison or some similar

place for demobilization.

If that is the case, I will have to be with the men untill

we get there,

command, and it will be absolutely

about that untill

necessary.

I can't

tell

how I am going to be ordered home, whether as a casual or with the outfit.
rest assured that

I will let

yesterday's

achment. Goodbye 'till

I know
You may

you know as soon as I know myself.

Well Dearest,
told you about in

for I am in

I am forced to close now, and leave.

letter

is ready to leave,

The funeral

and I am to commandthe Det-

tomorrow dear. I love you. Give my love and kisses

Ansel B. Smith Capt MCUSA Evac Hosp "2 USAA.E .F.

I

to the bab-

